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Iran Nameh, Vol. Vil

1. Is it permissible under Islamic law to label depictions of animate beings
whether human or animal, “Islamic art™ , ,

2. Is it permissible under Islamic law to include portraits of the Prophet of
Islam and the Immaculate Imams in collections of Islamic art?

3. Is it perm.issible under Islamic law to include illustrations inspired by
such pre-Islamic legends and tales as those found in the Shdhndama, the Haft

Paykar, the Eskandarnima, etc., though
L , o executed b S i
collections of Islamic art? y . Moslems, in

4. Is it permissible under Islamic law to label paintings containing scenes of

I\A()SIGIHS and IlOIl-IVl()SlCmS dllnk l’lg wine dnd llSlelllll to UsIc
) 1 g mus lSlamlC

5. s it permissible under Islamic law to place paintings depicting both
Moslem and nonTMoslem women with faces and hair showing or half-naked
or totally naked in exhibitions called “Islamic”?

6. Is it permissible under Islamic law to introduce to the rest of the world
such rpus1cal .mstruments as the tar, the kamancha, the seh tar, etc., such
gambling equipment as playing cards, backgammon sets, etc., and such wine-

drinking irpplements as bottles, goblets, etc. - though possessing artistic merit
- as "Islamic art”?

Mqtini’s article contains the complete text of the answers (fatwc;s) to these
questions and photographs of the kinds of objects that have been labelled

“Islamic,” but proscribed under Islamic law.

The "Florence”Manuscript
of the Shahnama Dated 1217
by
Djalal Khaleghi Motlagh

Here for the first time is a detailed description, analysis, and facsimiles in
Persian of the oldest known manuscript of the Shahnama housed in the
National Library in Florence (ms. cl. 111. 24 [G.F.31]). The original scribe
and provenance of the manuscript, which is in a naskh hand, are not known.
The manuscript originally comprised two volumes, the second of which is no
longer extant. The first volume, containing the first half of the epic (until the
reign of Kay Khosrow) was introduced to the scholarly world by professor
A.M. Piemontese in 1976, who found it in the Florentine collection misnamed
”A Persian Commentary on the Koran.”

Khaleghi Motlagh has personally analyzed the manuscript and compared it
to other manuscripts and al-Bundari’s Arabic translation using six criteria:
orthography, arrangement of hemistichs and full lines, omitted and added
verses, inserted anecdotal material, and the recording of lexical items. He
concludes that althogh the Florence ms. is the oldest and taken asa whole the
most dependable version of the Shahnama, it is not necessarily the most
correct in each and every specific case. This is why in editing the first volume
of the Shahnama, Khaleghi Motlagh has used other manuscripts in order to
detect and account for the short mings of the Florence ms.

# Abstract translated by Paul Sprachman.
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