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elaborates on the independence of the author of the exegesis in
translating the Qoranic verses and his way of pronunciation.

The fifth chapter includes some notes on Uthman b. Husain b.
Varraq Gaznavi, his artistic works, and the codicological description
of Topkapi Sarayi’s manuscript.

Finally, the sixth chapter critically looks at the traditional
methodological views on the sacred art analysis. Relying on the
Islamic theological fundamentals and regarding the elements of
eloquence and technique in the sacred art, it aesthetically analyzes the
sacred art of Topkapi Sarayi’s Qoran and discusses two formal issues
— sacred calligraphy and recreation — in the Topkapi Sarayi’s Qoran.

S. M. Emadi Haeri
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Foreword

There is a wonderful manuscript of the Qoran in the Topkapi
Sarayi Museum in Istanbul. It includes a Persian translation and
exegesis that covers the chapters Kahf, Maryam, Taha, Anbiya and
Hajj. The Manuscript is written and illuminated by Uthman b. Husain
b. Varraq Gaznavi, in 484 AH. According to the date it was written, it
1s the oldest translated Qoranic manuscript which bears a distinct date,
and is considered as the fourth dated Persian manuscript, too. Apart
from that its calligraphy and illustration display rare manifestations of
the sacred art. Moreover, the text is one of the oldest Persian Qoranic
exegeses.

Relying on the photos of two pages taken from this Qoranic
manuscript, the paper presents an analysis of its textual, codicological
and aesthetical features, which uncover the face of this “holy beautiful
being” and provide some manifestations of this “magnificent castle”,
to some extent.

The first chapter deals with the manuscript’s characteristics, its age
in relation to the translated Qoranic manuscripts and dated Persian
manuscripts.

The second chapter reports how this manuscript was discovered
and points to another copy preserved in the British Museum,
published by Jalal Matini, several years ago.

The third chapter identifies the author of the exegesis and depicts
his beliefs and attitudes.

The fourth chapter analyzes the text and shows how far the
readings of the Topkapi’s manuscript are preferable in comparison
with the readings of the British Museum’s manuscript. Also, it
discusses the words and the structures of the sentences in the text and
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elaborates on the independence of the author of the exegesis in
translating the Qoranic verses and his way of pronunciation.

The fifth chapter includes some notes on Uthman b. Husain b.
Varraq Gaznavi, his artistic works, and the codicological description
of Topkapi Sarayi’s manuscript. |

Finally, the sixth chapter critically looks at the traditional
methodological views on the sacred art analysis. Relying on the
Islamic theological fundamentals and regarding the elements of
eloquence and technique in the sacred art, it aesthetically analyzes the
sacred art of Topkapi Sarayi’s Qoran and discusses two formal issues
— sacred calligraphy and recreation — in the Topkapi Sarayi’s Qoran.

S. M. Emadi Haeri
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elaborates on the independence of the author of the exegesis in
translating the Qoranic verses and his way of pronunciation.

The fifth chapter includes some notes on Uthman b. Husain b.
Varraq Gaznavi, his artistic works, and the codicological description
of Topkapi Sarayi’s manuscript.

Finally, the sixth chapter critically looks at the traditional
methodological views on the sacred art analysis. Relying on the
Islamic theological fundamentals and regarding the elements of
eloquence and technique in the sacred art, it aesthetically analyzes the
sacred art of Topkapi Sarayi’s Qoran and discusses two formal issues
— sacred calligraphy and recreation — in the Topkapi Sarayi’s Qoran.

S. M. Emadi Haeri
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Foreword

There is a wonderful manuscript of the Qoran in the Topkapi
Sarayi Museum in Istanbul. It includes a Persian translation and
exegesis that covers the chapters Kahf, Maryam, Taha, Anbiya and
Hajj. The Manuscript is written and illuminated by Uthman b. Husain
b. Varraq Gaznavi, in 484 AH. According to the date it was written, it
1s the oldest translated Qoranic manuscript which bears a distinct date,
and is considered as the fourth dated Persian manuscript, too. Apart
from that its calligraphy and illustration display rare manifestations of
the sacred art. Moreover, the text is one of the oldest Persian Qoranic
exegeses.

Relying on the photos of two pages taken from this Qoranic
manuscript, the paper presents an analysis of its textual, codicological
and aesthetical features, which uncover the face of this “holy beautiful
being” and provide some manifestations of this “magnificent castle”,
to some extent.

The first chapter deals with the manuscript’s characteristics, its age
in relation to the translated Qoranic manuscripts and dated Persian
manuscripts.

The second chapter reports how this manuscript was discovered
and points to another copy preserved in the British Museum,
published by Jalal Matini, several years ago.

The third chapter identifies the author of the exegesis and depicts
his beliefs and attitudes.

The fourth chapter analyzes the text and shows how far the
readings of the Topkapi’s manuscript are preferable in comparison
with the readings of the British Museum’s manuscript. Also, it
discusses the words and the structures of the sentences in the text and
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elaborates on the independence of the author of the exegesis in
translating the Qoranic verses and his way of pronunciation.

The fifth chapter includes some notes on Uthman b. Husain b.
Varraq Gaznavi, his artistic works, and the codicological description
of Topkapi Sarayi’s manuscript. |

Finally, the sixth chapter critically looks at the traditional
methodological views on the sacred art analysis. Relying on the
Islamic theological fundamentals and regarding the elements of
eloquence and technique in the sacred art, it aesthetically analyzes the
sacred art of Topkapi Sarayi’s Qoran and discusses two formal issues
— sacred calligraphy and recreation — in the Topkapi Sarayi’s Qoran.

S. M. Emadi Haeri
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