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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Oceans of Iranian and Islamic culture lie in manuscript form. These
manuscripts are not only the record of the achievements of our nation's
great scholats, they are also testimonials to our unique national identity.
It is, therefore, the duty of every generation of Iranians to protect and
celebrate this priceless heritage and to spare no effort in restoring these
records on which all studies of Iran's history and culture depend.

Many efforts towards better identification, study, and preservation of
our country's manuscript collections have been launched. In spite of these
efforts, and despite the fact that hundreds of books and treatises that deal
with this important area of learning have been published, much remains
undone. Thousandsofbooksand treatises either linger asunidentified
codicesin Iranian and foreign libraries, or await publication. Others,
although previously published, exist in unsatisfactory editions and need
to be re-edited according to modern scholarly standards.

It is the duty of scholars and cultural otganizations to undertake the
important tasks of restoring and publishing these manuscripts. The
Written Heritage Publication Centetr was established in 1993 in otder to
achieve this important cultural objective with the purpose of supporting
the efforts of scholars, editors, and publishers who work in this field of
learning. We hope that by suppoting scholarly work in this atea, we can
help make an essential collection of scholarly texts and soutces available
to the scholarly community that is engaged in the study of Iran's Islamic
culture and civilization.

The importance and necessity of the revival and publication of
manusctipt treatises compelled us to publish them independently along
with our other published works. In this way, we will provide researchers

and scholats with a valuable collection on different subjects.

The Written Heritage Research Centre (Miras-e Maktoob)




Introduction

Jildsazi is a versified treatise written in Persian by Sayyid Yusuf Husayn on
book-binding (preparation of the binding) and its various techniques. The
treatise is the only known work in Persian in this technical field; therefore, it
is an important source for those who are interested in the history of art and
the making of artifacts.

Despite his stated purpose to teach book-binding techniques, the writer,
while introducing the book-binder’s tools, also discusses a range of various
related techniques such as tool-making, frame-making for glasses, making
lanterns, making fans, etc.

The only known copy of the manuscript, kept as M. 437 in the State
Fastern Library of Madras, was used as the basis of an edition by the late
Professor Iraj Afshar, which was published in the Journal, Farhang Iran
Zamin (Vols. 16, 17) in 1349/1970. The text was corrected for the second
time on the basis of a facsimile copy of the manuscript and published in the
series Kitabara't dar Tamaddun Islami (Book Preparation in the Islamic
Civilization) by Najib Mayel Herawi in 1372/1993.

The textual criticisms and corrections have so far been based on the
above-mentioned codex: but recently, another copy of the manuscript was
found in the personal collection of Muhammad Husayn Husayni Jalali. This
newly found copy greatly helped to correct many mistakes of the Madras
copy. The new copy also has three additional bayts (no. 77, 78, and 654), the
first two of which greatly facilitate the understanding of some sections of the
text.

The present edition is based on the newly found copy in which many of
the previous mistakes are corrected.




